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FOREWORD

Sriyahpati, the Lord Supreme for the wel-
fare of the animate and inanimate mankind,
gave knowledge of science, merged himsclf with
themn manifested in incarnations as Para, Vyuha,
Vibhava and Antharyami, and favoured the
mortals with the way ot attaining him. But
though only o few succeeded in those difficult
ways of practicc many were not able to be
benefitted.Hence the Lord had to manifest hiwself
in his fifth form of Archa, the imuge after Hiw-
self. Thus this worship of the Supreme in the
form of image paved the way for salvation and
attainment of permanent bliss or happiness,
Moksha. Thenceforward Archa, the image
worship, commenced to run to this day.

How this worship of Archa is to be per-
forined and devotion practised is  available
for us*in Pancharatra Agama.

PANCHARATRA (1GAMA

This Pancharatra Shastra is divided into
four parts, Jnana, Yoga, Kriya, and Charya.
This text though wanifests the four Purusharthas
Dharma, Artha Kama and Moksha, s chiefly
details the mode of worshiping the deity ‘or the
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Supreme Lord in the form of his own creation
for the easy attairiment of salvation or Moksha.
Th> shastra describes various objects essential
for mankind.

1 Jnanapada : This expounds the qualities
of the Lord and the Chetanas and the cosmos
created by the Supreme, the fourteen worlds, the
seven seas, the Sun, Moon, and stars, planets,
the administrators therein stc, the universe these
planets created. This DBhoga, the enjoyment,
being transcient, the knowledge of science is
needed to attain the permanent salvation, the
bliss or the happiness and through that the
mankind is liable to be freed from the endless
Karma.

2. Yogapada—The secoud part deals with
the Physical form, and the way to salvation
with the knowledge of Vedashastras practising
the Upasana, Pranayama, Pratyahara etc ete.

3. Kriyapada: The attaining of sal-
vation as stated above proving more difficult,
the easier wode of Archa, the image worship, for
getting salvation came in and building temples,
installation of images, processions, renovations,
the mode of worship ete, commenced.- As a
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part of these and according to circumstances,
details are also given of Geo and Astrophysics,
Administration, Citizenship, etc.

4. Charyapada—This deals with the creed
or application Prayoga detailed in Kriyapada-

The Pancharatra Agama is variedly inter-
preted in various Samhitas. The mode of image
worship is modified for the Kaliynga to follow
the Agamasastra. 'T'he temple constructions,
installation of iniages, worship, the processions,
etc are to be couducted as enunciated in the
respective samhitas. The texts of Pancharatra
sastra are known as Samhitas.

AMAT AYIEFW wFAL, ¢ AWSAU|ITA 7
wgiaTazEi, arasifaama #fad qafaar.

Ag per above there are 18, 108, 1008 Samhitas
consisting about One and a half croves of slokas.

But on reseatch. names of 275 Sambhitas
are found. About twenty of these consisting
of a lakhof slokas alone are printed which
compares very poor with the one angd a half
crores mentioned above. .
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Though the Pancharatra Shastraand Archa,
the image adoration remained from unknown
times, the installation and worship of images
continued to be conducted according to different
shastras in different times.

¥ yegwarmeeary Jaral sxfdaa: )
AL g QUMIE: FJAEAAGIAA: |
wireafafaaia qawar guad o

It is enjoined that Avcha, the image worship,

during this Kali age has to be performed as
enunciated in .{gama shastra-.

FI® FARMET AET FEJET T |
ATAEAIRAT TS WA aFG Gol: )
afy &an: adigha st weafaaEa: |
gemarmania R Sagaar

"But the Agama shastra can have no room
if there is no Utsava Moorthi or procession deity.
Amongst the 108 pilgrimage places of Bharata
Khandi (Hindusthan) there was no Utsava-
moorthi in the four chief centres of Melkote,
Thirupati; Kanchi and Sreerangam, though the
main Moolamoorthi image, was in existence.
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In substantiating this, Sree Krishna and
Balarama seem to have installed the Utsava-
moorthi in Melkote about 3139 B.C. At about the
same time in Sreerangam and thereafter in
Conjeevaram the Utsavamoorthis seem to have
been installed. 'The worship at Thirupati is
conducted according to Srouta rituals (Vai-
khanasa Agama) the rituals adopted in the
previous age.

ANIR{DDHA SAMIITA

Just as Vedas and Puranas, these Pancha-
ratra shastras are divided into Satva, Rajasa,
Thamasa Samhitas. The Samhita relating to
Satva contain also a sub-division named
Dwyasamhita- Of various  Divyasambitas
Anvruddhasamhita is one. This Anirnddha-
sambita incorporates the varieties of worships,
administration of Sciences, Raja Dharma, Town
planning etc. During the upheavals of the
country, despite calamities, our ancestors pre-
served these precious shastras valuing them
more than their lives, riches, and property for
the welfare of the coming generations.

The worship according to the Pandharaira-
. Agama commenced from the beginning of the
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Kali age and the worship in the chief holy centres
of Melkote, Sreerangam, and Conjeevaram has
been as stated in the Ratnatraya or the Three
Gems, Satwata, Powshkaraand Jaya Samhitas.
This arrangement commmenced with Melkote, and
those of Sreerangam and Kanchi followed later.
These are indicated in the following slokas—
azziy faardy adaw wmg |
wery fay warf Aifr asogargd )
|rad agASY T qrewT aqv |
gfar® saies 9 aEcaatafagi |
qisas ghenrs g qrsa |
$sai arzad T FEwE q=9>¥ |
sfrgrazargy shater Alead |
During the course of research the genealogy

of the Sambhita comes to light as follows:

SRIRANGAM MELKOTE KANCHI

Satvata Jayakhya
Powshkarasamhita Haswara Padma
|
Parameswara Brabma

(O

I
‘ Vishou
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All Acharyas prior to 13th century down to
Shankaracharya have quoted in their texts names
of various samhitas. Inscriptions and coins of
1300A D to 1500 B C also substantiate this
fact. '

The knowledge imbedded in these unprinted
books will not fail to augur well to the prosperity
of the nation.

It is highly gratifying to note that the
Mysore .Government have been helping to print
the texts of these Agama shastras for the lasting
glory of the nation.

Mysore, A. Sreenivasa Iyengar-
6—11—1956
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